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DESCRIPTION:
When Céline’s fi rst novel, Journey to the End of the Night was fi rst published in 1932, 
it created an instant scandal, being extravagantly praised by its supporters and sav-
agely attacked by its horrifi ed opponents. Four years later came the sequel, Death on 
Credit. Both were a new kind of novel, frank about the author’s thoughts and actions 
in ways that readers had never encountered, ultra-realistic – and full of incidents that 
could not possibly be true to life – and characters that stretched the imagination.

In Death on Credit, Ferdinand Bardamu, Céline’s alter ego, is a doctor in Paris, treat-
ing the poor who seldom pay him but who take every advantage of his availability. 
The action is not continuous but goes back in time to earlier memories and often moves 
into fantasy, especially in Bardamu’s sexual escapades; the style becomes deliberately 
rougher and sentences disintegrate to catch the fl avour of the teeming world of eve-
ryday Parisian tragedies, the struggle to make a living, illness, venereal disease, the 
sordid stories of families whose destiny is governed by their own stupidity, malice, lust 
and greed. This fascinating book by one of the greatest twentieth-century novelists is 
an unforgettable experience for the reader.

“The most blackly humorous and disenchanted voice in all of French literature.”
London Review of Books

SELLING POINTS:

• Beautifully packaged

• Céline’s follow up to the iconic Journey to the End of the Night

• Only edition in print

• One of the bestselling titles from the Calder list in a new cheaper, 
attractive edition

NEW BOOK INFORMATIONALMA CLASSICS
Death on Credit by Louis-Ferdinand Céline
Translated by Ralph Manheim

TO PLACE YOUR ORDER, PLEASE CONTACT:
Macmillan Distribution Ltd, Houndmills, Basingstoke, Hampshire, RG21 6XS
Tel: 01256 302 692 or Fax: 01256 812 521

FOR SALES ENQUIRIES, PLEASE CONTACT:
Bloomsbury Publishing Plc, 50 Bedford Square, London WC1B 3DP
Tel: 0207 631 5600 or Fax: 0207 631 5800

For more information about Alma Classics, please visit: www.almaclassics.com

ABOUT THE AUTHOR:
Louis-Ferdinand Céline (1894–1961) was one of the most controversial writers of the twentieth century, a 
writer who mixed realism with imaginative fantasy, and like his contemporary Henry Miller, an iconoclast who 
shocked and frightened many of his readers. Céline, the pen name of L.F. Destouches, was a doctor in poor 
Parisian districts, whose experience of the misery and chicanery of the poor gave him a jaundiced view of 
humanity that he poured into prose that is comic, as well as often frightening and obscene. 

“My trouble is insomnia. If I had always slept properly, I’d never have written a 
line.” 

ALSO AVAILABLE BY THE SAME AUTHOR:
Journey to the End of the Night • PB • £9.99 • 978-1-84749-240-1
London Bridge • PB • £12.99 • 978-1-84749-244-9


