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“It is a narrow mind which cannot look at a subject from various points of 
view.” 

DESCRIPTION:
The most ambitious narrative of nineteenth-century realism, Middlemarch tells the story 
of an entire town in the years leading up to the Reform Bill of 1832, a time when mod-
ern methods were starting to challenge old orthodoxies. Eliot’s sophisticated and acute 
characterization gives rich expression to every nuance of feeling, and vividly brings 
to life the town’s inhabitants – including the young idealist Dorothea Brooke, the dry 
scholar Casaubon, the young, passionate reformist doctor Lydgate, the flighty young 
beauty Rosamond and the old, secretive banker Bulstrode – as they move in counter-
point to each other. 

Art, religion, politics, society, science, human relationships in all their complexity, noth-
ing is left unexamined under the narrator’s microscope. One of the greatest novels writ-
ten in the English language, Middlemarch is a literary landmark in its groundbreaking 
approach, as well as a priceless document of its age.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR:
Mary Anne Evans (1819–1880), better known by her pen name George Eliot, was one of 
the leading writers of the Victorian era. Her novels, largely set in provincial England, are well 
known for their realism and psychological insight. Middlemarch is her masterpiece.

SELLING POINTS:

•  Ideal for students, only £5.99

•  Beautiful package with spot-UV and super-matt lamination

•  Voted the greatest British novel in a BBC Culture poll

•  Thoroughly edited and extensively annotated

•  Includes pictures and a comprehensive section on Eliot’s life and works
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“A novel without weaknesses, it renews itself for every generation.” 
Martin Amis


