
Reading Group Guide

1. In what ways are the problems faced by Sophie similar to those faced by Jane? How are 
they similar to those faced by a typical Jane Austen heroine?

2. How does the author connect the sections from the past to the sections from the present 
day? How do these connections enhance the reader’s appreciation of each of the time 
lines?

3. In the scene of Jane Austen’s death, the author has essentially created a fictional version 
of an actual event – building on the records of that event and adding additional details. 
How do you feel about turning fact into fiction? How bound is the author of a novel by 
historical evidence?

4. Both Sophie and Jane have the experience of a non-romantic love relationship. How 
do their relationships with Richard Mansfield and Uncle Bertram differ from traditional 
romantic love? What similar relationships have you had in your life? 

5. Do you think Sophie is unfair in her initial judgment of Eric, or do his actions merit her 
low opinion of him?

6. On p. 290 Jane, in talking about her death, repeats to her brother words that Richard 
Mansfield spoke to her – “Do your best to rejoice, whichever it may be.” In general do you 
think this is good advice? How might it apply to you?

7. Throughout the novel the author uses letters as part of his storytelling; in today’s world 
a large part of written communication is made up of email, texts and instant messages. Do 
you think this will affect the way we as a society are viewed by future generations?

8. Sophie steals a valuable book from a bookstore, but she justifies this theft in her own 
mind. Is Sophie justified? Can there ever be a higher moral code that justifies a crime?

9. Sophie lives largely in a world of books. She works first at a library and then at a 
bookstore. Do you think her surrounding herself with books makes it harder for her to 
understand relationships and “the real world” or does it help her? In what ways?

10. Sophie and Jane both experience the unexpected death of a beloved mentor. If Uncle 
Bertram could have said one more thing to Sophie, what would it have been? What would 
Richard Mansfield have said to Jane?
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Questions for Group Discussion

A Novel about Old Books, Young Love, and Jane 



First Impressions by Charlie Lovett

Individual questionnaire

Tell ALMA BOOKS and the author what you thought of  the novel

1. Did you enjoy reading First Impressions? and why?

2. What aspects of  the novel did you enjoy the most?

3. What aspects did you least like?

4. Who are your favorite authors?

5. Are there any questions you would like the author to answer?

6. Would you look forward to reading another novel by Charlie Lovett? Such as his best-selling novel The 
            Bookman’s Tale?

7. What is your opinion of  the cover of  First Impressions?



Can we quote you? Circle (bold if  replying by email) YES / NO
Personal Details (optional)

Name:

Age:

Gender:

Would you like to receive monthly email newsletters about Alma Books’ latest releases and events? YES / NO

Email address:

Would you like to receive our free spring and autumn catalogues?  YES / NO

Address:

Thank you for taking the time to fill out this form, please return either by post to 

Alma Books Ltd
Hogarth House
32-34 Paradise Road
Richmond TW9 1SE
United Kingdom

Or by email to mrodrigues@almabooks.com

Visit www.almabooks.com to find out more about other titles and visit our Facebook page for discus-
sions and upcoming events 

Follow us on Twitter @almabooks


