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NEW BOOK INFORMATIONALMA CLASSICS
On the Eve by Ivan Turgenev

DESCRIPTION:
On the eve of the Crimean War, the young, headstrong Yelena, the daughter of aristo-
cratic Russian parents, falls in love with a revolutionary from Bulgaria named Insarov. 
Facing the wrath and disapproval of her family, Yelena abandons her home to follow 
Insarov to Bulgaria. Their fateful match sets in motion a series of tragic events which 
challenge notions of love, revolution and idealism. 

A highly controversial work upon its original publication, Ivan Turgenev’s On the Eve is 
now recognized as one of the masterpieces of Russian literature and an essential docu-
ment of the upheaval that dominated Russian society in the years prior to the Crimean 
War. Turgenev’s restrained, nuanced prose is rendered beautifully in Michael Pursglove’s 
new translation. 

“A deep and penetrating diagnosis of the destinies of the Russia of the 
fi fties.”

Edward Garnett

•  Brand-new translation of one of Turgenev’s major novels

•  Includes pictures and an extensive section on Turgenev’s life and 
works

•  Follows the success of other Turgenev titles in the Alma series such as 
Fathers and Children, Smoke and Virgin Soil

•  Fully annotated edition

Translated by Michael Pursglove

ABOUT THE AUTHOR:
Ivan Turgenev (1818–83) was a novelist, poet and dramatist, and now ranks as one of the towering 
fi gures of Russian literature. His masterpiece, Fathers and Children, is considered one of the greatest 
novels of the nineteenth century.

ALSO AVAILABLE BY THE SAME AUTHOR:
Fathers and Children • PB • £4.99 • 978-1-84749-489-4
A Nest of the Gentry • PB • £7.99 • 978-1-84749-590-7
Smoke • PB • £8.99 • 978-1-84749-316-3
Virgin Soil • PB • £8.99 • 978-1-84749-375-0

BY THE SAME AUTHOR:

“To liberate his native land… merely to say the words fi lls one with a feel-
ing of awe.”


