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Description:
Giuseppe Verdi’s Rigoletto was fi rst produced at La Fenice, Venice, in 1851 and 
is generally seen as marking the beginning of  his middle period; it was fol-
lowed in quick succession by Il trovatore and La traviata. The opera is based on 
Victor Hugo’s play, Le Roi s’amuse, and like its source it faced considerable dif-
fi culties with local censors before performance was permitted. In the story of  
the hunchbacked court jester and his beloved daughter, Verdi believed he had 
found ‘the greatest subject and perhaps the greatest drama of  modern times’.

The guide contains articles on the place of  Rigoletto in Verdi’s oeuvre and the 
background to its composition, a detailed examination of  its musical struc-
ture and a survey of  its performance history including discussions of  some 
of  its most distinguished interpreters. A further article highlights aspects of  
the opera’s particularly Italian character. The guide also includes the full Ital-
ian libretto with English translation, sixteen pages of  illustrations, a musical 
thematic guide, a bibliography and discography, and DVD and website guides.

About the Author:
Giuseppe Verdi (1813–1901) is one of Italy’s most celebrated opera composers. 
His best-known operas include Rigoletto, Il trovatore, La traviata and Aida.
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Selling Points:
• No competition in the English-speaking world

•  Lavishly produced and elegantly set, with a wealth of  material which will 
please opera lovers, academics and general readers

• Articles by some of  the leading music specialists in the world

• Original text of  the libretto facing a literal translation of  the work

•  Includes more than twenty black-and-white and colour pictures printed on 
special glossy paper in a separate plate section

•  Contains a thematic guide, and an up-to-date bibliography, select discogra-
phy and website guide

•  Acclaimed by today’s most exacting music critics, such as Rupert Chris-
tiansen (Daily Telegraph), who says that they are “beautifully produced and 
designed… terrifi c value”), Fiona Maddocks (The Observer), who describes 
them as “covetable” and Hugh Canning, who called them “marvellous… the 
best books of  their kind.”

“Brilliantly produced and 
superb value” 

The Sunday Times
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