
Reading Group Guide
 

Questions for Group Discussion

1. To what extent, if  any, did this book affect your view of  South Africa and its colonial past?

2. Corlie’s mother is a deeply flawed character who makes it nearly impossible for Corlie to love her or 
feel loved by her. Did she earn your sympathy at any point in the story, and if  so, when?

3. Sipho is only an active character in the first half  of  the novel, although his presence is felt by Corlie 
throughout her time in the camp. Were you satisfied by the resolution – or lack thereof  – to his story?

4. One of  the few straightforwardly sympathetic characters in the novel is the Canadian corporal, 
Malachi Byrne. To what extent does he provide a bridge in Corlie’s conflicted relationships with her 
Boer roots and the English enemy?

5. Biblical references scattered throughout the narrative reflect the staunch Christian faith in which 
children such as Corlie were raised. What, if  anything, do they contribute to her story?

6. There is a wide and rich variety of  novels about children surviving against the odds in wartime. 
Which books stand out for you, and how did Stones for my Father compare to them?

7. Are there any characters in Stones for my Father whose story you would like to know more about?

8. What do you think happens to Corlie after the novel’s end?

Trilby Kent is the author of  Smoke Portrait and two children’s 
books, Medina Hill and Stones for My Father. Trilby grew up 
in Toronto, Boston, Miami and London and worked for a 
year in Brussels. She read History at Oxford University and 
completed an MSc in Social Anthropology at the London 
School of  Economics, after which she worked at the Rare 
Books department at Bonhams. She is currently studying for 
a PhD in Creative Writing at the University of  Exeter. She 
lives in London.
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Stones for My Father by Trilby Kent

Individual questionnaire

Tell ALMA BOOKS and the author what you thought of  the novel

1. Did you enjoy reading Stones for My Father? and why?

2. What aspects of  the novel did you enjoy the most?

3. What aspects did you least like?

4. Who are your favorite authors?

5. Are there any questions you would like the author to answer?

6. Would you look forward to reading another novel by Trilby Kent?

7. What is your opinion of  the cover of  Stones for My Father?

Can we quote you? Circle (bold if  replying by email) YES / NO



Personal Details (optional)

Name:

Age:

Gender:

Would you like to receive monthly email newsletters about Alma Books’ latest releases and events? YES / NO

Email address:

Would you like to receive our spring and autumn catalogues?  YES / NO

Address:

Thank you for taking the time to fill out this form, please return ether by post to 

Alma Books Ltd
London House
243-253 Lower Mortlake Road
Richmond
Surrey TW9 2LL
United Kingdom

Or by email to mrodrigues@almabooks.com

Visit www.almabooks.com to find out more about other titles and visit our facebook page for discussions and 
upcoming events 

Questionnaire supplied by Alma Books Ltd. The information submitted via this questionnaire will be kept confidential, and all per-
sonal information will be stored in accordance with the 1998 Data Protection Act.


