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Questions for Group Discussion

1. What are your opinions regarding the issue of whether Shakespeare was indeed the  
author of his works? Were you aware of this debate before reading The Bookman’s Tale? 
And how did the novel affect your opinion?

2. Is it acceptable for an author to fictionalize real people? How close should an author stay 
to the known facts of a historical character’s life?

3. The Bookman’s Tale is a novel for book lovers; with the growing popularity of digital 
books is it possible to have the same passion for them as for printed books?

4. Does the author successfully link together the different periods of time in the novel? 
Or do they feel disjoined?

5. Do you think you would like Peter or Amanda if you met either one of them personally? 
In what way do they complete each other?

6. Early in the book, Peter has two transformative experiences in one day—when he  
discovers the world of rare books and when he meets Amanda. Have you ever had such an 
experience or discovery that changed the course of your life?

7. Peter ponders the possibility that the Ridgefield Library could contain forgeries that are 
so perfect they will never be discovered. What is the difference between a perfect, undetect-
able forgery and an original? Can a forgery be both an underhanded deception and a  
brilliant work of art?

8. What similarities do you see between Philip Gardner and Peter Byerly? How do they  
differ in their reactions to true love? To what extent do you think these differences are a 
result of the time period in which they live?

9. How useful do you think Dr. Strayer’s list of “things Peter needed to do in order to move 
on with his life” is? In your own times of grief do you think you would have found 
Dr. Strayer’s advice useful? In what ways?
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Individual questionnaire

Tell ALMA BOOKS and the author what you thought of  the novel

1. Did you enjoy reading The Bookman’s Tale? and why?

2. What aspects of  the novel did you enjoy the most?

3. What aspects did you least like?

4. Who are your favorite authors?

5. Are there any questions you would like the author to answer?

6. Would you look forward to reading another novel by Charlie Lovett?

7. What is your opinion of  the cover of  The Bookman’s Tale?

Can we quote you? Circle (bold if  replying by email) YES / NO



Personal Details (optional)

Name:

Age:

Gender:

Would you like to receive monthly email newsletters about Alma Books’ latest releases and events? YES / NO

Email address:

Would you like to receive our free spring and autumn catalogues?  YES / NO

Address:

Thank you for taking the time to fill out this form, please return ether by post to 

Alma Books Ltd
London House
243-253 Lower Mortlake Road
Richmond
Surrey TW9 2LL
United Kingdom

Or by email to mrodrigues@almabooks.com

Visit www.almabooks.com to find out more about other titles and visit our facebook page for discus-
sions and upcoming events 

Follow us on twitter @almabooks


