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Questions for Group Discussion

1. Did the book successfully illuminate Rwanda’s history and do you feel you 
learnt something new about the country?

2. Were you surprised by the fecundity of Rwanda?

3. Were you aware of political tensions rising throughout the novel even though 
they are rarely mentioned directly?

4. Given that most people know about the genocide there is a sense of 
inevitability in what will happen. How did that affect your reading of the book?

5. Do you think the butterfly motif is significant in the novel and if so, how?

6. Did you connect with Arthur or did you feel detached from him as a central 
character? To what extent did his inability to talk play in that?

7. Mother is not a natural mother, how did you respond to her and what did you 
understand of her relationship with Arthur and her husband?

8. Which of the Rwandan characters did you find most engaging and why?

9. Arthur is narrating as an adult but rarely gives adult reflections. Can you think 
of other novels that use this device and to what extent do you think it was used 
successfully in The Flower Plantation?

10. Is there anything you would like to have seen more or less of?

11. Were you satisfied with how the book ended?

Nora Anne Brown studied composing at the Royal Academy of Music. In 2010 a trip 
to Rwanda gave her the inspiration for her first novel, The Flower Plantation, and her 
passion for Africa. Nora lives near St Andrews in Scotland with her husband. The 
Flower Plantation is Nora’s first novel.
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The Flower Plantation by Nora Anne Brown

Individual questionnaire

Tell ALMA BOOKS and the author what you thought of  the novel

1. Did you enjoy reading The Flower Plantation? and why?

2. What aspects of  the novel did you enjoy the most?

3. What aspects did you least like?

4. Who are your favorite authors?

5. Are there any questions you would like the author to answer?

6. Would you look forward to reading another novel by Nora Anne Brown?

7. What is your opinion of  the cover of  The Flower Plantation?

Can we quote you? Circle (bold if  replying by email) YES / NO



Personal Details (optional)

Name:

Age:

Gender:

Would you like to receive monthly email newsletters about Alma Books’ latest releases and events? YES / NO

Email address:

Would you like to receive our free spring and autumn catalogues?  YES / NO

Address:

Thank you for taking the time to fill out this form, please return ether by post to 

Alma Books Ltd
London House
243-253 Lower Mortlake Road
Richmond
Surrey TW9 2LL
United Kingdom

Or by email to mrodrigues@almabooks.com

Visit www.almabooks.com to find out more about other titles and visit our facebook page for discus-
sions and upcoming events 

Follow us on twitter @almabooks


