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Questions for Group Discussion

1. Which of the three friends, Kalu, Malti or Bal, did you most sympathize with? How does each character 
grow and find independence?

2. Malti was forced into an arranged marriage that had an unhappy outcome, but arranged marriages can 
also have their advantages: discuss the pros and cons of such arrangements and whether in a modern society 
they are still valid.

3. Throughout the novel how have the characters been constrained by the class system and have any of them, 
apart from Kalu, fought to change their situation?

4. Krishna is a deity in Hinduism often portrayed as a young boy playing the flute, whose role is to restore 
natural balance. Does Kalu also bring balance to other characters’ lives? And in what ways?

5. Guruji tells Kalu to learn first how to read and sing before learning to play the flute: how did this affect 
Kalu’s development?

6. Various stories unrelated to the main characters are mentioned in passing: which of these did you find most 
relevant to the main story of Dancing to the Flute?

7. In what ways does the narrative mirror the flow of a traditional flute raag? How does the mood change in 
each section?

8. Has there ever been a special moment in your life which was affected by music? Share your experience and 
what that music means to you.
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Individual questionnaire

Tell ALMA BOOKS and the author what you thought of  the novel

1. Did you enjoy reading Dancing to the Flute? and why?

2. What aspects of  the novel did you enjoy the most?

3. What aspects did you least like?

4. Who are your favorite authors?

5. Are there any questions you would like the author to answer?

6. Would you look forward to reading another novel by Manisha Jolie Amin?

7. What is your opinion of  the cover of  Dancing to the Flute?

Can we quote you? Circle (bold if  replying by email) YES / NO



Personal Details (optional)

Name:

Age:

Gender:

Would you like to receive monthly email newsletters about Alma Books’ latest releases and events? YES / NO

Email address:

Would you like to receive our free spring and autumn catalogues?  YES / NO

Address:

Thank you for taking the time to fill out this form, please return ether by post to 

Alma Books Ltd
London House
243-253 Lower Mortlake Road
Richmond
Surrey TW9 2LL
United Kingdom

Or by email to mrodrigues@almabooks.com

Visit www.almabooks.com to find out more about other titles and visit our facebook page for discus-
sions and upcoming events 

Follow us on twitter @almabooks


