
Reading Group Guide

Young Adult Fiction: 
Age 12+

Paperback 
£6.99 - 320 pp 

ISBN 9781846883811

Questions for Group Discussion

MADAME TUSSAUD’S  
APPRENTICE 

BY KATHLEEN BENNER DUBLE

1. In the opening scenes of the novel, Celie is caught stealing 
and is faced with imprisonment. How does Celie’s deal to free 
herself mirror the deal made later to release Manon? How far 
would you go and what would you be willing to do to save 
your own life? Would you be willing to work for someone 
you’ve always held in contempt? Would you be willing to make 
wax heads from the beheaded heads of people you love? 

2. Why do you think a wax works house was so popular in 
1792? Compare their popularity and relevance to society then 
and now? What forms of art most express society’s needs 
these days and why is that? Do you feel art is an important 
component for life or not? Defend your thoughts. 

3. The idea for this book is based on the true ‐life story of the 
wax worker, Madame Tussaud. How much freedom do you 
believe authors should have when relating historical events 
or using real historical characters in their book? What do the 
liberties taken by some writers of historical fiction in changing 
events mean for the reader? 

4. In Chapter Twelve, Manon tells Celie, “Words are weapons, 
Celie, as are symbols. Never forget that. The power of change 
can come not just by force, but by speech or a peaceful 
marching crowd.” Do you believe the fight for freedom 
justifies any means to achieve it? What are the positives and/or 
negatives of forceful change versus peaceful acts of rebellion? 
Can you name historical examples of each? 

5. The French Revolution was inspired in part by the American 
Revolution, and Parisians wore the red, white and blue flowers 
to symbolize their solidarity with the Americans. How did the 
American Revolution differ from the French? And in what 
ways were they similar? 
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6. The divide between the rich and the poor in France was great. 
Discuss how this economic chasm can spark revolution and 
whether you believe we must do something about the increasing 
income gap between rich and poor in the world today. What are the 
consequences to society of this disparity? How might this divide be 
resolved peacefully and fairly? 

7. In the beginning of the book, Celie is advocating for rebellion as 
a result of the death of her family. But the reality of what that can 
mean is shocking to her. What would be more important to you if 
you had been in Celie’s situation – the need for stability or the desire 
for revenge? Why? 

8. Algernon’s and Celie’s relationship is a complicated one. 
Algernon’s memories of his former fiancée, their differences of 
opinion on the events of the revolution and Celie’s growing affection 
for Manon, all serve to make their road to romance a rocky one. 
What else do you think affects Algernon’s ability to reach out to 
Celie and be fully available to her? Do you find him a sympathetic 
character at the beginning? At the end? What changed? 

9. Celie’s gift of recall and her amazing drawing skills save her life, as 
do Manon’s when the revolution comes. What other talents do you 
think might be important to have during times of upheaval or war? 
Why? 

10. The guillotine was considered a more humane method of 
execution than beheading by the sword. Discuss the science of 
execution then and now? How have we advanced in this process? Do 
you feel executions are necessary these days or not? Why?
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Individual questionnaire

Tell ALMA BOOKS and the author what you thought of  the novel

1. Did you enjoy reading Madame Tussaud’s Apprentice? and why?

2. What aspects of  the novel did you enjoy the most?

3. What aspects did you least like?

4. Who are your favorite authors?

5. Are there any questions you would like the author to answer?

6. Would you look forward to reading another novel by Kathleen Benner Duble?

7. What is your opinion of  the cover of  Madame Tussaud’s Apprentice?



Can we quote you? Circle (bold if  replying by email) YES / NO
Personal Details (optional)

Name:

Age:

Gender:

Would you like to receive monthly email newsletters about Alma’s latest titles and events for young readers? 
YES / NO

Email address:

Would you like to receive our free spring and autumn catalogues?  YES / NO

Address:

Thank you for taking the time to fill out this form, please return either by post to 

Alma Books Ltd
Hogarth House
32-34 Paradise Road
Richmond TW9 1SE
United Kingdom

Or by email to info@almabooks.com

Visit www.almabooks.com to find out more about other titles and visit our Facebook page for 
discussions and upcoming events 
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