


Reading Group Questions 
from the author Trilby Kent

1. How did the use of alternating chapters affect pace and tension in the story? Did 
you prefer one storyline to the other?

2. Both Marten and Glen share the burden of an older sibling’s shame. How do you 
think the impact of Krelis’ disappearance on Marten and his family compares with the 
long-term effects of Tully’s desertion on the Phayres?

3. How significant is the use of bird and/or blindness imagery in the novel? 

4. India and Germany might have made a more obvious geographical pairing than 4. India and Germany might have made a more obvious geographical pairing than 
Ceylon and Flanders. How did you feel about the author’s decision to set the events of 
the novel in less well-known settings?

5. Early on, Ganan declares that “I do not think [love] is a selfless thing at all. Love is 
only need… A modern woman cannot afford to waste her time on such bourgeois 
notions.” How would you describe his relationship with Glen?

6. How does the novel’s ending affect your feelings about the book?

7. Which supporting characters – eg. Perdita, Adriaan, etc. – would you like to know 7. Which supporting characters – eg. Perdita, Adriaan, etc. – would you like to know 
more about?

8. In what ways does the novel follow in a similar tradition to other books about 
colonial life and the decline of Empire in the East (A Passage to India, etc.)? In what 
ways does it diverge from this tradition?

9. “You women are all the same: you make pets of foreign children so that they will 9. “You women are all the same: you make pets of foreign children so that they will 
not grow into foreign men. They will be like you, moulded in your image. The less 
foreign they are, the less threatening they seem.” To what extent are children in the 
novel used as instruments of racial battles?

10. Had it not been for Shimon Franck’s death, do you think that Marten’s flirtation 
with fascism might have developed further? 

11. Is a story about a pen friendship relevant in today’s world of high-speed internet, 11. Is a story about a pen friendship relevant in today’s world of high-speed internet, 
Facebook and Google?
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