
Reading Group Guide
 

Questions for Group Discussion (contains spoilers)

1. The Scent of Lemon Leaves is a work of fiction but is based on true stories: were you aware 
that there are still Nazi war criminals alive and being prosecuted?

2. Do you think that elderly people like Fredrik and Karin should still be made accountable for 
crimes committed many years ago or should their past be forgiven?

3. Can a person’s subsequent actions ever redeem a past crime?

4. There is also a group of younger Nazi sympathizers in the novel: do you think that the  
present generation has learnt from the atrocities of the past or is it still very possible that a  
holocaust on such a scale could happen again? 

5. What do you make of the title The Scent of Lemon Leaves? Lemons have often been used as 
symbols of purification and longevity, is the connection between the title and the novel clear?

6. The elixir of life turned out to be a placebo: do you think that simply believing something 
works can actually produce an effect, or was it just coincidence? 

7. The scenes are alternately told from the perspective of Julian and the perspective of Sandra: 
how did this affect your perception of the events? And what do you think of these two main 
characters?

8. What did Julian and Sandra learn from each other? 
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The Scent of  Lemon Leaves by Clara Sánchez

Individual questionnaire

Tell ALMA BOOKS and the author what you thought of  the novel

1. Did you enjoy reading The Scent of  Lemon Leaves? and why?

2. What aspects of  the novel did you enjoy the most?

3. What aspects did you least like?

4. Who are your favorite authors?

5. Are there any questions you would like the author to answer?

6. Would you look forward to reading another novel by Clara Sánchez?

7. What is your opinion of  the cover of  The Scent of  Lemon Leaves?

Can we quote you? Circle (bold if  replying by email) YES / NO



Personal Details (optional)

Name:

Age:

Gender:

Would you like to receive monthly email newsletters about Alma Books’ latest releases and events? YES / NO

Email address:

Would you like to receive our free spring and autumn catalogues?  YES / NO

Address:

Thank you for taking the time to fill out this form, please return ether by post to 

Alma Books Ltd
London House
243-253 Lower Mortlake Road
Richmond
Surrey TW9 2LL
United Kingdom

Or by email to mrodrigues@almabooks.com

Visit www.almabooks.com to find out more about other titles and visit our facebook page for discus-
sions and upcoming events 

Follow us on twitter @almabooks


