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DESCRIPTION:
This volume brings together twenty of the best stories written by Dino Buzzati – 
author of the celebrated novel The Tartar Steppe and one of the most original 
voices in twentieth-century literature – stories which show the Italian master’s 
taste for the bizarre and the humorous, and for exploring the darker recesses of 
the human psyche.

From ‘The Collapse of the Baliverna’, where a man is racked with guilt at the 
thought that he might have been responsible for the loss of many lives, to ‘The 
Epidemic’, which describes the spread of a “state infl uenza” contracted only 
by people who don’t step into line with the government, and ‘Terror at the 
Scala’, where the higher echelons of Milan society are gripped with the fear 
of an impending revolution – these stories show how strange and unexpected 
events can creep into everyday life and draw ordinary people towards mystery, 
disquiet and, ultimately, catastrophe.

“The Bears’ Famous Invasion of Sicily is one of the noblest books I know.”
Lemony Snicket

SELLING POINTS:

• Beautifully packaged

• Follows on the success of The Bears’ Famous Invasion of Sicily in Alma’s 
children’s classics list

• A selection of some of the best stories from the author of The Tartar 
Steppe

• Translated by award-winning translator Judith Landry

• Only edition in print

NEW BOOK INFORMATIONALMA CLASSICS
Catastrophe by Dino Buzzati
Translated by Judith Landry

TO PLACE YOUR ORDER, PLEASE CONTACT:
Macmillan Distribution Ltd, Cromwell Place, Hampshire International Business Park, Lime Tree Way, Basingstoke, Hampshire RG24 8YJ

Tel: 01256 302 692 or Fax: 01256 812 521

FOR SALES ENQUIRIES, PLEASE CONTACT:
Bloomsbury Publishing Plc, 50 Bedford Square, London WC1B 3DP

Tel: 0207 631 5600 or Fax: 0207 631 5800

For more information about Alma Classics, please visit : www.almabooks.com

ABOUT THE AUTHOR:
The novelist, journalist and painter Dino Buzzati (1906–72) is one of the most important voices of twentieth-
century Italian literature. He is best remembered today for his novel The Tartar Steppe and the story The Bears’ 
Famous Invasion of Sicily, which he illustrated himself and has become a classic of Italian children’s literature.

ALSO AVAILABLE BY THE SAME AUTHOR:
The Bears’ Famous Invasion of Sicily • PB • Childrens 6–9 • £6.99 • 978-1-84749-572-3
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