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NEW BOOK INFORMATIONALMA CLASSICS

Bleak House by Charles Dickens

• Part of Alma Classics’s Evergreen Collection

• Punctuation and spelling have been modernized to make it more 
accessible for the modern reader

• Contains detailed and comprehensive extra material on the 
author’s life and works

ABOUT THE AUTHOR:
A literary phenomenon in his lifetime and renowned as much for his journalism and public speaking as 
for his novels, Charles Dickens (1812–70) now ranks as the most important Victorian writer and one of 
the most influential and popular authors in the English language. His memorable and vividly rendered 
characters and his combination of humour, trenchant satire and compassion have left an indelible mark 
on our collective imagination.

EVERGREENS • £6.99

DESCRIPTION:

Richard Carstone and Ada Clare are wards of the court in the 
interminable case of Jarndyce and Jarndyce, which has gone on for so 
long that it has become a subject of mirth in legal circles and a source 
of great profit to those professionally engaged in it. The pair fall in love 
and marry, but the weak and feckless Richard slowly comes under the 
spell of the promised riches of the legal dispute. Jarndyce and Jarndyce 
has also drawn in a diverse array of other characters, from baronets to 
crossing-sweepers, as well as one of the novel’s narrators, the moralistic 
Esther Summerson. Yet, while the lawsuit drags ever onwards, greater 
mysteries unfold, including murder, blackmail and love.

Dominated by the oppressive force of Chancery, and considered by 
many to be both Dickens’ greatest work and the finest novel of the 
Victorian age, Bleak House is a dark, complex and intricately plotted 
mystery that culminates in one of the great chases of the detective genre.

“When Dickens wrote Bleak House he had grown up.”  
— G.K. Chesterton

“The power of [Dickens] is so amazing that the  
reader at once becomes his captive.”  

— William Makepeace Thackeray
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