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We are delighted to have the opportunity to work with Overture 
Publishing on this series of opera guides and to build on the work 
ENO did over twenty years ago on the Calder Opera Guide Series. 
As well as reworking and updating existing titles, Overture and 
ENO have commissioned new titles for the series and all of the 
guides will be published to coincide with repertoire being staged by 
the company at the London Coliseum.

This volume is the first of the Overture Opera Guides to be devoted 
to Verdi, and is issued to mark a major new production at ENO of 
Simon Boccanegra, staged by the acclaimed Russian director Dmitri 
Tcherniakov and conducted by ENO Music Director Edward 
Gardner. The stellar cast includes Bruno Caproni in the title role, 
soprano Rena Harms as Amelia, Brindley Sherratt as Fiesco and 
Peter Auty as Gabriele. This new staging marks the start a new co-
production relationship with the Bayerische Staatsoper, Munich.

We hope that these guides will prove an invaluable resource now 
and for years to come, and that by delving deeper into the history 
of an opera, the poetry of the libretto and the nuances of the score, 
readers’ understanding and appreciation of the opera and the art 
form in general will be enhanced.

John Berry
Artistic Director, ENO

June 2011 



The publisher John Calder began the Opera Guides series 
under the editorship of the late Nicholas John in associa-
tion with English National Opera in 1980. It ran until 1994 
and eventually included forty-eight titles, covering fifty-eight  
operas. The books in the series were intended to be companions 
to the works that make up the core of the operatic repertory. 
They contained articles, illustrations, musical examples and a 
complete libretto and singing translation of each opera in the 
series, as well as bibliographies and discographies.

The aim of the present relaunched series is to make available 
again the guides already published in a redesigned format with 
new illustrations, some new articles, updated reference sec-
tions and a literal translation of the libretto that will enable the 
reader to get closer to the meaning of the original. New guides 
of operas not already covered will be published alongside the 
redesigned ones from the old series.

Gary Kahn
Series Editor
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Thematic Guide

Themes from the opera have been identified by the numbers in 
square brackets in the article on the music. These are also printed 
at corresponding points in the libretto, so that the words can be 
related to the musical themes.
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the characterS

Prologue

Simon Boccanegra, a corsair in the service baritone 
of  the Genoese Republic

Jacopo Fiesco, a Genoese nobleman bass
Paolo Albiani, a Genoese goldsmith bass
Pietro, a Genoese popular leader baritone

Opera

Simon Boccanegra, the first Doge of  Genoa  baritone
Maria Boccanegra, his daughter, under soprano 

the name Amelia Grimaldi
Jacopo Fiesco, under the name Andrea bass
Gabriele Adorno, a Genoese gentleman tenor
Paolo Albiani, the Doge’s favourite courtier bass
Pietro, another courtier baritone
A Captain of the Crossbowmen tenor
Amelia’s maidservant mezzo-soprano

Soldiers, Sailors, Populace, Senators, the Doge’s court, African 
prisoners of both sexes*

In and around Genoa around the middle of  the fourteenth century.

Between the prologue and the opera twenty-five years pass.

* Only in the 1857 version; in 1881 the ballet was cut.



Simon Boccanegra

Opera in a Prologue and Three Acts
by Giuseppe Verdi

Libretto by Francesco Maria Piave,  
with additions by Giuseppe Montanelli 

Additions and alterations for the revised version  
by Arrigo Boito

English translation of the 1881 libretto by Lionel Salter
English translation of the 1857 libretto by Emanuela Guastella

Simon Boccanegra was first performed in four acts at the Teatro La 
Fenice, Venice, on 12th March 1857. The opera was then revised and the 
first performance of this second version, divided into a prologue and 
three acts, was at the Teatro alla Scala, Milan, on 24th March 1881. 
It was first performed in the United States in the revised version at 
the Metropolitan Opera, New York on 28th January 1932. It was first 
performed in Britain at Sadler’s Wells Theatre on 28th October 1948. 
 
The text given here is the 1881 libretto. Variants from the 1857 libretto, 
which include references to Julian Budden’s chapter on the opera in 
The Operas of  Verdi (vol. 2), are given at the end of the main text. 
The variants are referred to in the 1881 libretto as note cues. The 
numbers in square brackets refer to the Thematic Guide.
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PROLOGO

Scena I

Paolo e Pietro in iscena, continuando un discorso.

Una Piazza di Genova.

Nel fondo la chiesa di San Lorenzo. A destra il palazzo dei Fieschi con 
gran balcone: nel muro di fianco al balcone è un’immagine, davanti a 
cui arde un lanternino; a sinistra altre case. Varie strade conducono alla 
piazza. È notte. [1]

PAOLO 
Che dicesti? all’onor di primo abate 
Lorenzin, l’usuriere?

PIETRO 
 Altro proponi 
di lui più degno!

PAOLO 
 Il prode che da’ nostri 
mari cacciava l’african pirata, 
e al ligure vessillo 
rese l’antica nominanza altera.

PIETRO 
Intesi… e il premio?

PAOLO 
 Oro, possanza, onore.
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PROLOGUE

Scene I

Paolo and Pietro in the middle of  a conversation.

A Square in Genoa.

In the background, the church of  San Lorenzo. On the right, the palace of  
the Fieschi, with a large balcony: in a niche in the wall beside the balcony 
is an image of  the Virgin, in front of  which burns a lamp; on the left, 
other houses. Several streets lead to the square. It is night.  [1]

PAOLO 
What did you say? Elect as Doge 
the usurer Lorenzin?

PIETRO 
 Suggest someone else 
more worthy than he!

PAOLO 
 That brave man who chased 
the African pirates from our seas 
and restored to the Ligurian flag 
its proud ancient glory.

PIETRO 
I follow you… and my reward?

PAOLO 
 Riches, power, honour.
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