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NEW BOOK INFORMATIONALMA CLASSICS

Keep the Aspidistra Flying by George Orwell

DESCRIPTION:

Despite hailing from a comfortable family background, budding poet Gordon Comstock 
decides to declare war on money and all the middle-class trappings that wealth can buy. 
Working in a small bookshop and living in a bedsit in London, he dreams of completing 
an ambitious poem in rhyme royal and devote his entire life to literature. But when 
poverty begins to damage his own self-esteem and taint his worldview, and his romantic 
and professional lives start falling apart, will Gordon be able to uphold his anti-money 
principles or will he succumb to the lure of lucre and everything he used to stand against?

First published in 1936, Keep the Aspidistra Flying was the author’s third novel, and 
arguably his most outspoken work of social criticism. Partly autobiographical, it sits 
alongside Animal Farm and Nineteen Eighty-Four as a reminder of Orwell’s lucid narrative 
style and his abilities as a politically and socially engaged writer.

• Part of Alma Classics Evergreens series, Keep the Aspidistra Flying is 
a tragically witty account of the struggle to escape from a material-
istic existence

• This new edition contains notes and extra material for students

• Perfect companion to Animal Farm and Nineteen Eighty-Four, both 
included in Alma Classics Evergreens series

ABOUT THE AUTHOR:
Eric Blair (1903–50), better known by his pen name George Orwell, was a 
novelist, journalist and critic, best remembered for his seminal novels 1984 and 
Animal Farm, and for works of non-fiction such as The Road to Wigan Pier and 
Homage to Catalonia.
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