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1
There are only two classes in Europe: that which 
wants privileges and that which rejects them.

2
If obedience is the result of the instinct of the 
masses, then rebellion is the result of their 
reflection.

3
A revolution is an opinion which discovers 
bayonets.

4
A revolution is a vicious circle: it starts with 
excess only to return to it.

5
The young fulfil the revolutions which the old 
have prepared.
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6
The greatest republican is Jesus Christ.

7
In times of revolution one forgets everything.

8
Pitt was the banker for the French civil war and 
Revolution.

9
Most countries’ laws were made to oppress the 
unfortunate and to protect the powerful.

10
Robespierre has been, in many respects, an 
honest man.

11
It is rare that a great assembly is reasonable: it is 
too readily passionate.
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12
A club cannot support one enduring leader: it 
needs one for every interest.

13
Collective crimes make no one answerable.

14
Every assembly tends to turn the sovereign into 
a ghost and the population into a slave.

15
All great assemblies can be reduced to several 
cliques, and each clique to one man.

16
People are capable of judgement when they do 
not listen to sermonizers; lawyers will never save 
anything and will always be on the losing side.

17
If Louis XVI had stood trial before a counter-
revolutionary court, he would have been found 
guilty.
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18
When Louis XVI was put on trial, he should 
simply have said that according to law his person 
was sacred, and left it at that. This would not 
have saved his life, but he would have died as 
King.

19
Charles I perished for having resisted, Louis 
XVI for not having resisted; neither of the two 
understood the power of inertia, which is the 
secret of all great reigns.

20
A prince accused by his subjects owes them no 
apologies.

21
Those who take revenge out of principle are 
fierce and unrelenting.

22
All parties are Jacobins.



aphorisms and thoughts

7

23
The Red Caps went further than the monarchy 
in terms of absolute power.

24
Without justice there are only oppressors and 
victims, and during revolutions there can be no 
justice.

25
These days, you can debase yourself even while 
oppressing.

26
During the Revolution, the French were never 
without a king.

27
Robespierre was a case of trial and sentence 
without plea.

28
During the Revolution, everything was up for 
grabs between thirty million people.
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29
The wars of the Revolution have ennobled the 
entire French nation.

30
In revolutions there are only two types of people: 
those who carry them out and those who profit 
from them.

31
The highest of all virtues is devotion to the 
fatherland.

32
The large landowning aristocracy was only good 
and possible in the feudal system.

33
Aristocracy is in the Old Testament; democracy 
in the New Testament.

34
The protocol of address between nations is 
different to that between individuals.
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35
The majority of sentiments are traditions.

36
The hereditary nature of nobility takes away 
emulation from the noblemen and the bour-
geois.

37
The man who has joined a party is the man with 
the least freedom.

38
The recourse to foreigners is a criminal act.

39
A party which sustains itself only through 
foreign bayonets will be defeated.

40
In France freedom is in the charter and slavery 
in the law.
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41
There will never be any social revolution without 
terror.

42
The ambition to dominate minds is the strongest 
of all passions.

43
Every hour of time wasted during youth creates 
a chance for future misfortune.

44
A great reputation is a great noise; the more 
you make, the more it spreads: laws, nations, 
monuments – everything crumbles; but the 
noise remains.

45
He who practises virtue solely in the hope of 
achieving great renown decidedly borders on 
vice.
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46
Man only succeeds in life by governing his 
character or by forging one.

47
The characteristic of any method should be 
assisting conception, facilitating memory and 
giving more power to thought.

48
Misfortune is the midwife of genius.

49
Strong spirits turn away from sensual pleasures 
just as seafarers avoid reefs.

50
The superior man is impassive: praise him or 
condemn him, he always carries on.

51
There is no strength without dexterity.
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52
In France we admire only the impossible.

53
You are much more likely to amuse men with 
absurdities than with reasonable ideas.

54
You only believe that which it pleases you to 
believe.

55
In an settled sphere, great men are trouble-
makers.

56
The way to be believed is to make truth un-
believable.

57
A beautiful woman appeals to the eye, a good 
woman appeals to the heart; one is a jewel, the 
other a treasure.
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